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Otto Luening was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1900. He heard about
electronic sound as a possible compositional tool from Ferruccio Busoni,
with whom he was studying in Zurich in 1918.

Luening's career has been distinguished by his diversified actvitdes. He
has been or stll is active as flutist, opera and orchestra conductor, accom-
panist, Professor of Composition at Columbia University and now a member
of the faculty of The Juilliard School. He is a member of the National Insti-
tute of Arts and Letters, a Trustee of the American Academy in Rome and
was a member of the Educational Advisory Board of the Guggenheim Foun-
dadon.

Luening's more than 300 works include much chamber music, symphonic
works, an opera (EVANGELINE), piano music, songs and choral works.
His compositions have been played throughout the world by such orchestras
as the New York Philharmonic, Los Angeles Philharmonic, Chicago, St.
Louis, Mexico City, Montevideo, and the Haarlem Orchestra of Holland.

Since 1952 he has been an active pioneer in the field of tape and electronic
music, often in collaboration with Vladimir Ussachevsky. He has composed
two solo works for tape recorder (INCANTATION FOR TAPE RECORDER
and SUITE FROM KING LEAR), three compositdons for tape recorder and
orchestra (A POEM IN CYCLES AND BELLS, CONCERTED PIECE FOR
TAPE RECORDER AND ORCHESTRA and RHAPSODIC VARIATIONS FOR
TAPE RECORDER AND ORCHESTRA), a ballet and two theatrical scores
together with Vladimir Ussachevsky.

His own original electronic works consist of five solo works for tape re-
corder (INVENTION, DYNAMOPHONIC SUITE, LOW SPEED, MOONFLIGHT
and FANTASY IN SPACE), two pieces for violin and synthesized sound (A
DAY IN THE COUNTRY and GARGOYLES), SYNTHESIS FOR ORCHESTRA
AND ELECTRONIC SOUNDS and THEATRE PIECE No. 2, a ballet.

For his work on behalf of American music, he has received citations from
the American Academy of Arts and Letters, the National Association of
Composers and Conductors, the American Composers Alliance, the Assem-
bly and Senate of the State of Wisconsin, and the Francis H. Thorne Foun-
dation.
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